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At St. Joseph’s NS our aim is to guarantee equity, fairness and justice to all and 
to help our children achieve their full potential in the school.  We would like to 
develop in our pupils, a sense of pride in themselves, in their school and in their 
community. For all of us moving from the familiar to new brings excitement, 
tinged with a little apprehension. The move from pre-school to primary school 
is a big experience for young children and we can help make that transition a 
happy one.

If you are considering primary school options for your 
child over the coming years we invite you to come into 
the school, meet the staff, parents, current students and 
take a tour of our newly refurbished school. More infor-
mation can be found on our website.

www.hacketstownns.com



Our school has fantastic facilities which cater for 
every childs needs. 

• Colourful spacious classrooms with state-of-
the-art technology

• Computing – Information Technology 
classroom

• Sensory Room
• School hall for sports, activities, concerts, 

awards ceremonies etc.
• Art corridor displaying work from each class
• Astroturf Pitch
• Football Pitch
• Large play areas, including basketball 

facilities & relaxation areas
• Raised beds, gardening and planting for 

children

We also have a parents’ room to facilitate meet-
ings and allow for parents to relax and have a 
cup of tea or coffee.

 School Activities

• Art
• Music
• Football
• Hurling/Camogie
• Handball
• Soccer
• Athletics

After School Activities

• Homework Club
• German
• Hip-hop
• Irish Dancing
• Tae Kwon Do
• Music Lessons

Facilities & Activities
We have a wide range of activities during and 
after school, including:



Break for the Border 
Annual Fundraiser

School staff and parents come together to 
organise a very successful fundraiser called 
Break for the Border – Carlow to Wicklow 
10km & 5km. Participants of all ages run, walk 
and jog from Hacketstown towards  
Tinahely breaking the Carlow Wicklow 
border. 

St Joseph’s NS Principal, Doireann Hester 
commented, “The wonderful spirit and care 
that members of the wider community have 
for the children of Hacketstown is hugely 
evident over the past number of weeks in the 
organisation of this event. Every sponsor con-
tributed to this and is part of the education of 
the next generation of young people.”

News & Events

L-R: Molly Scott, local Irish athlete pictured with school principal, 
Doireann Hester at the launch of Break for the Border, St. 
Joseph’s NS fundraiser which raises over €6,000 pa. 

Good Citizens and Good  
Workers of the week

Each week we celebrate and encourage 
children who have worked hard and helped 
others by awarding them certificates. The 
award encourages children to create new 
friendships and work to the best of their abil-
ity in school. The parents association donate 
a €10 book voucher which is presented to one 
of the award winners each week.

Buddy Bench

Our buddy benches are proving a great 
success. If any child is feeling down they can 
reach out to other children and staff by sitting 
on the buddy bench where they will be joined 
by someone to cheer them up.



Parents Association
Welcome new members to the 
association to represent parents of 
children in the school and to liaise with 
the school’s Board of Management.

School Policies
At St. Joseph’s NS we keep  
up-to-date with all relevant legislation 
which pertains to the education of your 
children. To view these policies please 
log on to 
www.hacketstownns.com

Our teachers keep parents up-to-date with their child’s education through 
reports, meetings and through our website. Check out the classes section of 
www.hacketstownns.com to see our most recent updates on school activities.


